South Gloucestershire Union of Disability Sport

SUDS

Yate LC

Monday 18th April 2005

Minutes

Present:

Steve Spiers, Sports Development Officer

Alison Finn  Sports West Disability Officer

Mike Robey Ability Sports Association Chair

Pete Andrews Paul’s Place

Laura Sutherland Paul’s Place

Debbie Howes Almondsbury RAC

Dave Padgen EFDS

Lesley Graydon Dippers

Sid Ralfs SWADB

Ian Thomas Special Needs Judo

Steve Hodges Sports Coach

Apologies: 

Louise Burchill, Pip Thorne, Sarah Valentine, Sally Ellis, William Rodman, Lynda Riddle

Matters arising

Ian said that in future if representatives from groups applying for SUDS grants were at meetings they should leave the meeting while their application is discussed.

Paul’s Place had tried to link with the St Pauls wheelchair session but at the time only rugby was on offer.

Progress update

Steve S outlined some of the main projects the council was currently involved in.

· Inclusive fitness initiative (IFI) 

Steve told the group that Bradley Stoke LC would be getting new equipment along with training for staff to promote usage for disabled people in the gym. Along with this a physical activator post will be created to support this.

· Aqua day

Steve was looking to secure a date with Sally Ellis in September. We want the pool from 6-9 and will look to run integrated sessions hopefully involving Aqua Fit, swimming, canoeing and possibly sailing. Sid said he would promote with the Avon Swifts. Lisa, Jay, Lesley and Debbie will form a committee to plan the day.

· Multi sport club

The two sessions at the Grange and Chipping Sodbury have both gone very well. Average weekly attendance is over 25 children and strong friendship groups have developed. For the first time we also integrated 3 children into the mainstream festival at Torbay.

· Active for Life

Steve said that Jay and Lisa had taken the programme forward for adults with LD and signed 177 members (and rising). Steve is keen to replicate this and get other groups and clubs to sign up members. Pete said Paul’s Place we going to do this.

Treasurers report

Ian said that he had recently taken over as treasurer. Although funds were low a plan was in place to address that. All invoices were up to date and audited accounts would soon be prepared. Looking to a fund raising campaign would be a priority.

Directory/Newsletter

Alison Finn introduced the second edition of the directory highlighting opportunities for sport in the area. Each local authority will be given 1000 copies to distribute to schools, libraries and leisure centres.

In terms of the newsletter only 2 groups had provided articles and as a result the website is lacking content. Steve S appealed for more articles from all members and stressed it only needed to be very short with a picture. 

Newspot

Lesley Graydon

Lesley told the group that after 30 years of local voluntary work William Rodman had stepped down from the Forum. Steve thanked William on behalf of everyone and said he was the last of the Forum’s original members to leave the group since it was formed in 1996.

Pete Andrews and Laura Sutherland

Pete told the meeting about the very successful gym sessions in Yate Bridges attended by 15 every week and that some users had increased the CV work form 5 mins to 25 mins on a particular machine.

Pete said several members were interested in trampolining and he would enquire with the various LC’s if a group could be started. Steve added he would contact Michelle Prideux one of the council’s community coaches to see if she could help.

Pete also added that Kath Aldom the founder of Paul’s Place had been named HTV’s local hero and would therefore get a grant of £3000 for the group. Some of this would be used to buy a set of curling stones.

Finally Pete said the group were putting on a It’s a Knock Out’ day on July 23rd at Manor Field in Coalpit Heath. Each team will have 8 members and entry cost £25 each with money going to support Paul’s Place.

Sid Ralfs

On Saturday week Bristol indoor bowls centre will hold the home international competition. Mary (Sid’s wife) has been selected to represent England. It is hoped HTV will cover the event.

Debbie Howes

Debbie said she had just come from Jay’s athletics session at YOSC and 11 disabled athletes were taking part alongside the mainstream session. A group from Kingswood were going to the bowls event in Gloucester on the 25th May.

Dave Padgen

Dave said that the new IFI site at Bradley Stoke was one of 20 being rolled out in the South West. All equipment would be up to European standard for adapted equipment. This has made manufacturers raise their standards. Alison was going to a meeting in Taunton to look at the roll out on a regional basis.

Dave also said he had now moved to Filton College and was creating good links to the academy.

Alison Finn

Alison promoted the volunteer fair at Coombe Dingle 6.30-8.30 on the 25th April.

Ian Thomas

Ian said that at the recent national event local Judo players won 6 golds, 3 silvers and 2 Bronze medals. A full match report will follow. Ian said that Sue and Chris Summerhays had both attended a European Conference in Italy with Chris being the only English player.

On a personal level Ian has started his CSLA award and was voted Bristol volunteer of the year.

Mike Robey

Ability Sports Association (ASA) has started a pilot project for a wheelchair sports club for disabled children, alongside the multisports club already running at St Paul’s Community Sports Academy on Saturday mornings. Guest coaches from adult wheelchair sports teams will offer variety of wheelchair sports. Some funding has come from Lord Taverners for 3 sports wheelchairs and a deal has been done with RJK wheelchairs to buy in sports wheelchairs worth £1000 at £200 each.

Sessions will run fortnightly from 10-12 Saturdays starting on the 30th April. The target age range is 9-16. Transport can be provided by Lawrence Weston Community Transport from home to St Pauls. Currently wheelchair accessible transport is unavailable due to essential repairs but will be provided in the near future when the minibus is repaired.

A new multisports club will be starting in Stratford Park Leisure Centre, Stroud  on Tuesdays , Wednesdays and Saturday mornings from 7th June.

ASA is also working on a major football project in Wiltshire for young people and adults. The Bristol team would like to play the SUDS team.

AOB

It was asked if CRB checks need to done across twice if a coach has already been checked in a neighbouring LA. Alison said childsafe was a good course to attend. It was added that the issues of child protection were also important for vulnerable adults. 

Sid said the bowls buggy needed 3 new bearings an arm pad and cushion. Peter Bradshaw would do this work for £100. It is a shame that a £1700 buggy has been treated so badly.

The potential of SUDS and BUDS to work more closely together and the implication of how this might work will be an agenda item for the next meeting. Please see the attached table outlining a few of the issues.

Steve H added the Special Olympics flame would pass through Bath on the following Tuesday and Wednesday before going up to the special Olympics in July.

Date of next Meeting.  ,Wednesday 13th July, Aretians Rugby Club, Little Stoke Lane, Little Stoke

