South Gloucestershire Union of Disability Sport

SUDS

Joint meeting with BUDS

Aretians Rugby Club 

Wednesday 13th July 2005

Minutes

Present:

Steve Spiers, Sports Development Officer

Alison Finn  Sports West Disability Officer

Mike Robey Ability Sports Association Chair

Pete Andrews Paul’s Place

Laura Sutherland Paul’s Place

Lynda Riddle Almondsbury Tennis Club

Steve Hodges Community Sports Coach/Chair BUDS

Karen Lloyd Bristol City Council Community Sports Development Manager

Keith Ripley Paddle On

Judy Cockwell Paddle On

Jane Whittock Special School’s SSCO

Jenny Reed Children’s Playlink

Steve Westlake Bradley Stoke Special Needs Judo

Sue Sumerhayes Kodachi Special needs Judo

Chris Summerhayes Kodaichi Special needs Judo

Jay Lee Leisure Activties Co-ordinator Adults with LD 

Apologies: 

Pete Clayton, Andy Holt, Pip Thorne, Sid Ralfs, Lesley Graydon, Ian Thomas

Matters arising

Steve S reported that the bowls buggy at Yate Leisure Centre has been mended and has been returned. The leisure centre have promised that more care will be taken to ensure similar damage does not occur.

The date for the Aqua Day has now been set of the 20th September 6-9pm at Thornbury LC. It is proposed three activities of canoeing, swimming and aqua fit take place. Jay Lee is setting up a meeting to co-ordinate.

Pete from Paul’s Place reported that unfortunately the St. Paul’s sessions were not appropriate for his members.

BUDS and SUDS possible partnership.

Mike R outlined the thinking behind this joint meeting. He said that both Forum not only had many shared areas of interest but also many shared members. In order to better co-ordinate both groups’ work but also cut down on meetings a number of possible models of future working had been put forward.

A full merger was discussed but the general feeling was that this would not be well supported politically in each Local Authority. It was also generally agreed that that some form of joint working would be of benefit and certainly some joint meetings would save time a share costs. Mike R had concerns over how financial arrangement would work particularly in view of the fact BUDS has been more successful at raising funds. It was agreed that accounts will stay separate but some discussion was held as to whether SUDS may get some of the RAG money raised particularly in view of the fact UWE is in South Gloucestershire.

The focus then changed to the actual work the two forums could jointly promote. It was agreed that a joint website and a joint calendar of events made sense. It was also thought that jointly running training courses would share costs and ensure attendance.

It was also stated that there was a lot of potential to promote the Special Olympics locally and Sue S said she was now in a position to offer a lot more guidance as to the standards and the sports on offer.

Another idea put forward was that we should contact local mainstream clubs (particularly those with a development officer for their sport) to see if they wanted support to include disabled people. Alison said this was a role her community coaches may be able to assist with.

It was then suggested that promoting some joint events would be a good way for the forum’s to forge links. Racquet sports were put forward to build on the existing work at Almondsbury and with the Bristol wheelchair tennis club. An opposing view was that we should not be putting on events with no clear outcome in mind. This issue was not resolved and may be returned to at the next meeting.

Finally Pete spoke of how he found attending forum meetings a good place to network and share information and this was a view shared by most present.

Website

As previously discussed it is proposed SUDS and BUDS develop a joint website and pay someone to develop it.

Electronic Communication

It was thought useful that email addresses were made available.

Please find all those submitted;

Steve.spiers@southglos.gov.uk
Alison_finn@bristol-city.gov.uk
Karen_Lloyd@bristol-city.gov.uk
Swoo7a4645$blueyonder.co.uk

jenny@child_playlink.demon.co.uk
Norman.riddle@virgin.net
Jane70@beeb.net
killagooni@aol.com
stevehodges81@hotmail.com
info@paddleon.org.uk
keith.ripley@cityofbristol.ac.uk
Newspot

Steve Westlake

Steve updated on his work in the day centres saying he has now been into all 4 in South Gloucestershire and is keen to run an inter day centre competition. He also took 4 players to the Special Olympics where they all had a great time.

Sue Summerhayes

Sue said she was keen for more people to get into the Special Olympics scene and that all the athletes involved had a great time. She said the sporting experience may have been better but the overall occasion was excellent.
Lynda Riddle

Lynda said that although the tennis sessions at Almondsbury session have been very well supported it has been frustrating that other attractions have led to vastly fluctuating numbers.

Paul’s Place

Pete updated that Paul’s Place now had a weekly Tai Chi session going attended by over 20 members.

Keith Ripley

Keith highlighted the impact of Jay’s work at the City of Bristol College saying that the sports activities had promoted more social interaction.

Jenny Reed

Jenny informed the group that playlink would be running holiday play schemes for children with disabilities over the summer holidays.

Date of next Meeting.  ,Wednesday 19th October, Bristol Education Centre, Filton

