South Gloucestershire Union of Disability Sport

SUDS

Yate LC

Wednesday 26th January  2005

Minutes

Present:

Steve Spiers, Sports Development Officer

Alison Finn Patchway Sports West Disability Officer

Mike Robey Ability Sports Association Chair

Pete Andrews Paul’s Place

Lynda Riddle Almondsbury Tennis CLub

Sid Ralfs SWADB

Sue Summerhays Special Needs Judo

Chris Summerhays Special Needs Judo

Ian Thomas Special Needs Judo

Paul Taljaard The Manor House

Sally Ellis Thornbury Leisure Centre

Jane Whittock SSCO Special Schools

Mike Hanney

Apologies: 

Louise Burchill, Elaine Pierpont, Mike Hanney, Alan Brackstone, Steve Westlake

Matters arising

Steve just updated that we had been successful in a grant application to the PCT Health Inequalities Fund.

Why do you attend the Forum?

Mike decided to throw this question out to the group. It was strongly felt that the group needed to shape the forum rather than the council. Therefore everyone was given a chance to talk about needs and areas of interest.

Sid Ralfs

Sid said he was part of a group called the South West Association of Disabled Bowlers. This group was growing and open to both disabled and able-bodied bowlers. Although the group have no practice night as yet but Sid was happy to be the contact on both the directory and website. There was also a potential link with Paul’s Place who has just bought short mat bowls.

Andy Holt

Andy introduced himself and his work on the Active for Life Scheme. He talked about the scheme’s substantial funding but also it’s challenging targets of getting 10,000 new people physically active over the next 3 years. Andy explained that the two main target groups of the project were 15-19 year olds and 50+. Andy said he was particularly keen to work with any groups engaging these age ranges.

Pete Andrews

Pete talked about his work at Paul’s Place. He particularly had some members who were keen to play competitive Boccia.  Local players were already travelling to the Star Centre in Cheltenham but a more local session would certainly attract more players.

Ian Thomas

Ian said the forum could help him by providing extra competition and raising the profile of the sport. Financial help towards competition and attracting new members into the sport. Ian was also announced as the new Treasurer of SUDS.

Debbie Howes

Debbie said her main benefit had been through her contacts with Steve S and the joint sessions they had worked on for tennis, football and athletics. Debbie had also linked with Mike R for football and had Mike Williams currently coaching. Finally Debbie added she had been able to access sportability for herself and other staff at Almondsbury

Sue Summerhays

Sue talked about her new role as assistant head of delegation for the Special Olympics. Sue said the South West has traditionally been quite poor at putting people forward for the Special Olympics and she was keen to promote the competition to more groups. It was added Ali Steads has been doing some work in Kingswood and Mike said work was taking place in Bristol. The next regional meeting is on the 28th November and both Sue and Alison will attend.

Paul Taljarrd

Paul talked about the Tuesday Club for adults with learning difficulties. It runs every Tuesday with activities taking place both at the Manor House but also in community settings. Numbers are steadily increasing and it is hoped that adults with learning difficulties will take an ever more leading role in managing the club as it develops. 

Lynda Riddle

Lynda talked about the tennis sessions she has been running at Almondsbury tennis club. Numbers have varied and now it is probably time for a break. However there are still sessions planned for the Tuesday Club and daytime sessions will resume in 2005. Debbie offered to further liase and it was suggested the CLDT team were contacted to promote to 16-30 year olds.

Aqua day

After a similar successful day in Bristol recently the idea of a water sports day was put forward. The Bristol day held at Easton Leisure Pool. The following activities took place:

SCUBA

Sailing

Kayaking

Swimming

The day was promoted to special schools and was very well attended. The total cost of the day was about £1000 with the Scuba costing about £700 of this amount. Catering and first aid being other major expenses. The idea was also put forward of having an event aimed just at disabled adults.

Debbie said Almondsbury would be likely to attend and Sally said Thornbury was a possible venue although good notice would be needed and a Tuesday would probably be best.

Aqua fit and Water Polo were also put forward as possible extra activities.

SUDS Grants

After the last meeting the group discussed the criteria that would decide how grants were distributed. It was thought £1000 could be distributed via 3 or 4 grants.

The following criteria will be used to assess applications.

1.Delivery to South Glos residents.

2.Must be to promote disability sport. 

3. A high level of matched funding.

4.Value for money (how many people will benefit).

5. The applicants must agree to fill out a monitoring form.

Steve will send out application forms with the minutes. Sid, Paul and Sally agreed to be independent assessors of the applications. It was also thought that as treasurer Ian should be involved in the process.

AOB

Steve Spiers

Steve updated that the new post of Leisure Co-ordinator for adults with learning difficulties should be in post by Jan 2005. This should make a massive difference to the leisure opportunities offered to adults with learning difficulties.

Mike Robey

Mike talked about the Gloucestershire and Wiltshire FA’s plans for both disabled adults and children. Talent id and a regional league for higher ability players will sit along side 5-7 a side games for the players of slightly less ability. Mike was in the process of organising competitions at Pro 5 for February and March. Before playing teams will have to be assessed to make sure they are put in at the appropriate level.

Mike also talked about the England U17 trials for which the South West put forward 34 players 5 of whom were picked for the squad. The team are current world champions and will train at Lillishall. The FA take real pride in there work with players with learning difficulties. One of the players picked for the national team lives in Bradley Stoke.

Alison Finn

Alison is in the process of updating the directory of disability sport. The first draft was a great success and there are already more clubs that want to be involved.

Alison wants to ensure the sustainability of the directory and will ask for a voluntary contribution from clubs that are included.

Newsletter and website

It was widely agreed that both the newsletter and website were key goals for the forum. The problem being that nobody has come forward to run them. It was therefore agreed that Alison could pay her contact Lee to move the website forward. However we do still need contributors to provide good content for both the website and newsletter. It was also thought a breaking news section of the website would be helpful.

Date of next Meeting. Wednesday 26th January 2005, 7-9pm, Yate Leisure Centre. 

