South Gloucestershire Union of Disability Sport

SUDS

Yate LC

Wednesday 26th January  2005

Minutes

Present:

Steve Spiers, Sports Development Officer

Jay Lee Leisure Co-ordinator (Adults With Learning Difficulties)

Alison Finn Patchway Sports West Disability Officer

Mike Robey Ability Sports Association Chair

Pete Andrews Paul’s Place

Lynda Riddle Almondsbury Tennis CLub

Sid Ralfs SWADB

Sue Summerhays Special Needs Judo

Chris Summerhays Special Needs Judo

Ian Thomas Special Needs Judo

Paul Taljaard The Manor House

Sally Ellis Thornbury Leisure Centre

Jane Whittock SSCO Special Schools

Mike Hanney

Steve Westlake Bradley Stoke Special Needs Judo

Apologies: 

Louise Burchill, Pip Thorne

Matters arising

Pete Andrews reported he had made a link with the disability sessions at St. Paul’s Academy. Pete added he had been impressed with the swift response and good organisation.

Progress update

Steve updated on a few projects SUDS were involved with.

1. SUDS had been successful in getting a grant for £827 from the Greater Bristol Foundation to support the multi sport work.

2. The 3 weekly sessions were all running but the Chipping Sodbury session has struggled for numbers and boosting this session is a priority

3. Steve said that on the 15th January SUDS were the first group in the country to take a disability team to a regional mainstream athletics event. 3 children from local special schools had taken part.

4. Steve also advised the group that Lisa Newton and Jay Lee were both now in post as Leisure Activity Co-ordinators. They are keen to link up with anyone wanting to promote leisure to adults with learning difficulties.

Aqua day

Mike outlined the feeling that we now wanted to get a date set and go for the Aqua day. He also said that we only has limited money (£500 max) and therefore would have to think hard about what to include. Also the need for activities with established or easily organised exit routes was vital.

Alison talked about the swimming, kayaking, sailing at the first day as being both cheap and easy to organise while Aqua fit classes already took place at Thornbury and it would be nice to integrate them.

Sally said she would cost up three hours of pool use to see if Thornbury was a viable option.

Ian said he thought it was vital the event was well publicised in leisure centres. Paul asked if any sponsorship could be found to put together with information and displays about what is going on locally.

Website/Newsletter

Alison said that the website was now live but as yet there was no content. Steve added that Jay will be adding lots of content with regard to his and Lisa’s work but it was also important other groups contributed. Just a paragraph and one picture would be fine. Alison said she would add the directory.

The website address www.SUDS.org.uk
SUDS Grants

Mike said that although we had only had 3 applications over £4000 had been applied for. Obviously with us only having £1000 it would not be possible to fully satisfy all the grants.

Mike outlined the application and the group made decisions that were all unanimously agreed. 

Bradley Stoke Special Needs £240. Steve W has secured funding for equipment and venue hire but needed £240 to pay for a coach to run a monthly session for Oaklands, Siblands and the Autistic society at Bradley Stoke LC.

Paul’s Place £300. This was a contribution towards a weekly health and fitness session being run by Paul’s Place with 5 disabled adults and 7 carers taking part. As well as a fitness session dietary advice and weekly weigh ins would be involved.

Concorde Dancers £300. This grant is as part of a contribution of costs towards an national event at the end of the year. Travel expenses being a big issue.

All grants were made on the condition that the money is used for the reason requested and that monitoring forms were filled in.

Newspot

Mike Robey

Mike told the group he had been successful in obtaining funding for a 3 year disability development officer based in Stroud. It would be advertised in Lesiure Opportunities on the 11th February. The position was to promote multi sports set up a club and link with IFI.

Mike was also linking with the FA to hold disability football trials on the 20th Feb and the 20th March. This would help put footballers into classifications for the South West league starting in September 2005. There are 3 levels on playing in order of ability. 11 a side, 7 a side and 5 a side. Mike urged Jay to register with the FA and get our team involved.

Mike also talked about an ongoing project linking with a wheelchair rugby club to promote wheelchair activities at St Paul’s Academy. Mike asked if this could be publicised to any relevant groups or individuals.

Paul Taljaard

Tuesday club is now up and running in its second term. Paul said the club is now being run by a committee with is formed with 60% adults with learning difficulties. Getting this club constituted and then applying for funding is a longer term goal.

Paul also talked about his aim to differentiate activities for those with different levels of need. To this end the idea of a Thursday club for people with more extreme needs was being investigated.

Alison Finn 

Alison reported back on the Tag Rugby festival held at Bristol Saracens that was attended by 6 schools and 72 children. Greg Bayliss was now looking to take forward the process by finding clubs who could integrate the disabled.

Alison also gave out details of the disability Startrack at Whitchurch on the 14th February. Contact Alison for details.

Childsafe has now been launched promoting good practice in child protection for local clubs. If anyone wants to attend call on 01454 865954

Dates of child safe sessions

Thursday 24th February 7.00-8.30 Thornbury LC

Wednesday 23rd March 7.30-9.00 Yate LC

Tuesday 12 April 7.00-8.30 Kingswood Civic Centre

Monday 16th May 7.30-9.00 Bradley Stoke LC 

Monday 27th June 7.00-8.30 Bradley Stoke LC

Wednesday 28th September 7.30-9.00 Yate LC

Thursday 13th October 7.00-8.30 Thornbury LC

Tuesday 1st November 7.00-8.30 Kingswood Civic Centre

Ian Thomas 

Ian said he has now retired form Judo but has taken up table tennis. He also stated he had been nominated for Sports West volunteer of the year.

Sue Summerhays

Sue said she was involved with Chris in a Judo competition against teams from Holland, Belgium, Sweden and Finland. Sue is now contact for special Olympics and is keen to get more from the area involved. Sue said 5 were entered for the SO from local clubs and she could be contacted on 0117 9609356 if people wanted to get involved. Sue said that with Shanghai 2007 coming up interest in SO had increased.

It was also added that Chris had been given awards as disability sportsman for Bristol and volunteer of the year for South Gloucestershire.

Jane Whittock

Jane talked about the regional table top cricket tournament taking place on the 31st January at the County Ground. The winners will go to the national finals at Lords in July. Jane said 8 special schools with 70 children will take part with JSLA students from the Grange Sports College supporting and umpiring. Alison said that Jane should get a lot of credit for bring the event for the first time to the South West..

Alison also said Paul’s Place may be able to link to a tournament for adults in May. ^ were needed for a team and equipment could be lent out.

Lynda Riddle

Lynda said that tennis sessions had taken place at Almondsbury linking to the Tuesday Club. Lynda and Mike Thorne were now ready to start coaching again initially at Next Generation indoors and then out to Almondsbury. It is hoped that eventually Thursday session linking to a club night will take place integrated with the club.

Sid Ralfs

Sid said he had had to cancel his main event for Exeter in March because only 17 had entered and they needed 48. He was now looking to get involved with Short Mat bowls at St. Paul’s academy.

Sid added he had been annoyed that the bowls buggy in the Yate LC bowls hall was broken. He offered to get Peter Bradshaw to fix it and would investigate the cost.

Jay Lee

Jay said he was working on putting on a sportshall athletics festival over the Easter holidays. He then wanted to set up a session at the Grange eventually linking to Yate AC , open meetings and the Special Olympics.

Steve Westlake

Steve said he was still working hard on his international in May at Bradley Stoke LC. It will start with U8 right up to international competition. At the moment only 10 from Scotland have registered but Steve will work hard to promote.

Linking to this he is keen to stay involved in the Special Olympics and urged people to go to the AGM on the 28th August in Exmouth.

Steve also said he is now into Warmley Park running an after school club. He also said he was running a trip to Bristol Zoo on the 8th April and free places for children can be reserved by contacting him via email sw007a4645@blueyon.co.uk
Pete Andrews

Pete is supporting one Paul’s Place member on a tall ships voyage to France, Belgium and back. The member is a wheelchair user and Pete is supporting.

Date of next Meeting. Monday 18th  April 2005, 7-9pm, Yate Leisure Centre. 

